PUBLIC LAW 1044191-2@AUG. 21, 1996 110 STAT. 
1951 
in whole or in part. through a defined set of providers under 


con at with the issuer. 
nf FOR ADOPTION The term 
Dlaceme 


or beina 
laced for adovtion. has the meanina aiven 
uch erm in 

Sectioli 609(c)(3)(B). 

"SEC. 707. REGULATIONS. 29 USC 
1191c. 

"The Secretarv. consistent with section 104 of the 
Health Care 
Portability and Accountabilitv Act of 1996. mav 
promulaate such 
reaulations as mav be necessarv or appropriate to 
carrv out the 
provisions of this part. The Secretarv mav 
promulaate anv interim 
final rules as the Secretarv determines are 
appropriate to carry 


out this part 
FORCEMENT WITH RESPECT TO HEALTH INSU CE ISSU- 
ERS ection 502(b) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 1132(b)) is amended 
by adding at the end the followind new varaaraph: 
"(3) The Secretarv is not authorized to enforce 


under this part 
anv requirement of part 7 against a health insurance 
issuer offering 
health insurance coverage in connection with a 
aroun oa t : _ dblan 
(as defined in section 706(a)(IMM) Nothina in this 
paragraph shall 
affect the authoritv of the Secretarv to issue 
reaulations to carry 


out such nart 
(c) DI OSURE OF INFORMATION TO PARTICIPANTS AND BENE- 


FICIARIE 
NERAL= Section 104(b)(1) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 
eects is amended in the matter following 


para- 
_ lant Oe 
- strikina #102(a)(B.2 and insertina #102(a)(1) 
ee than a material reduction in covered services or 


benefits provided in the of a group health plan (as 
defined in section 706(a)(1 and 
(2) bv addina at the end the following new sentences: 


"If there is a modification or chanae described in section 
102(a)(1) that is a material reduction in covered services 
or benefits provided under a aroun health plan (as defined 
in section 706(a)(1)). a Summarv description of such modi- 
fication or chanae shall be furnished to participants and 
beneficiaries not later than 60 davs after the date of the 
adovtion of the modification or chanae. In the alternative. 
the plan sponsors mav provide such description at reaqular 
intervals of not more than 90 davs. The Secretarv shall 
issue reaulations within 180 davs after the date of enact- 
ment of the Health Insurance Portabilitv and Accountabil- 
itv Act of 1996. providing alternative mechanisms 
deliverv bv mail through which aroun health plans (as 
so defined) mav notifv varticivants and beneficiaries of 
material reductions in covered services or efits 

(2) PLAN DESCRIPTION AND SUMMARY!==Section 102(b) of 

such Act (29 U.S.C. 1022(b is amende 
(A) bv inserting "in the case of a aroup 
health plan 
(as defined in section 706(a)(D)) whether a 


to 


health insurance 
issuer (as defined in section %O6(b)(2 is 


resvonsible for 
the financing or administration (includina 
pavment of 
claims) of the vlan and (if so) the name and 
address of 
such issuer! after "tvpoe of administration 

the plan 


and 


